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OUR MISSION 
To provide a range of youth development, cultural, social welfare and supportive services to 

individuals and families residing in New York. 
 

OUR MOTTO 

Love a Kid Today and Every Day 
 

OUR VISION 
Sesame Flyers will define itself as a leader among its peer, its community, and its stakeholders 

for programs that cultivate emerging youth leaders, authentic cultural experiences and 

innovative economic vitality. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

RAYMOND LUKE - BOARD CHAIRMAN 

 

Janet Cummings Pearl Elie 

Adrian Perry Elenora Bernard 

 

DIRECTORS AND ADMINISTRATION 

CURTIS NELSON - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

 

Aisha Carr - Chief of Staff/Human Resources Donyell Bourgeois – Chief Financial Officer 

Sherry Buxo – Office Manager Judith Faison - Director of Contract Management 

Michele Ventour – Bildersee Beacon Director  Kamille Patrick-Bennett – Winthrop Beacon Director 

Julie Nervil – Bildersee Beacon Asst. Director Sueann Bowen – Winthrop Beacon Asst. Director 

Isheika Officer – OST Director Ike Jurawan – Information Technology Director 

Leslyn Rahaman – Director of Social Services Kesha Shortt – In School Youth Director 

Carlos Scott – Supervisor of Social Services Stuart Boucaud – Glenwood Community Director 

Wayne Sterling – Bookkeeper Kedra Gaskn – Office Manager 
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EVENING PROGRAM 
 

Cocktail Reception- Music by: Sesame Flyers Steel Orchestra  
Performance- SFI Cultural Dance Company 

    
Introduction of Hosts 

Renee “Lady Q” Ellis | Robert C. Riley 
 

Chairman’s Address- Mr. Raymond Luke   
 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY PILLAR AWARDS   
H.E Rodney Charles, Ambassador, Permanent Mission of Trinidad & Tobago to the United Nations 

Hon. Sylvia G. Ash, Kings County Supreme Court 
Alethea St. Bernard Marshall, President, TATUCA 
Jennifer James, Political & Governmental figure  

Thomas Montvel-Cohen, Chairman, DUMBO Improvement District 
Conrad Ifill, Owner, Conrad’s Bakery 

Rodney Wilson, Account Development Manager, GTECH 
 

Performance - SFI Cultural Dance Company  
 

Executive Director’s Address- Mr. Curtis Nelson    
 

Bridge Builder Award- Mary Bishop 
Employee of the Year Award – Sherry Buxo  

Foundation Award- Mrs. Brenda Charles  
Parent of the Year Award- Liana Damali Wilson 
 Volunteer of the Year Award – Beverley Nelson 

 
Visionary Award- Honorable Jumaane D. Williams, New York City Councilmember, 45th District 

Above & Beyond Award – Microledger Incorporated | Akin Ross | Caprice E. Connor  
Commitment to Community Award – Carolyn Gomez | Dalia Lamming-Tilly 

 
SALUTE TO SCHOLARS – Presentation of Scholarship Awards   

Chad Magloire Scholarship Recipients 
Alonzo Cruz-Bourne| Danielle Thomas | Shanah Logan | Shauntel Caton | Nina Colon   

 
Melissa Hunte Scholarship 

Nile J. Daniels 
 

Elected Officials Address  
Performance - SFI Cultural Dance Company  

Acknowledgements & Closing Remarks 



CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 

 

As we approached the 31st year as an organization, the 

future of Sesame Flyers International looked extremely 

bright. Our elected officials, who are duly impressed with 

our accomplishments and commitment to the 

community, ensured that we begin to receive our just 

rewards from the governing bodies of New York State 

and New York City governments. Because of our fiscal 

transparency and dedicated programs targeted to 

Brooklyn youths, we were richly rewarded with an 

additional cultural program at an Intermediate School 

and the management of a Community Center by the New York City Department of 

Youth and Community Development. The feeling within the organization was one 

of excitement that the worst was over. 

 

We began to grow again, additional funding, additional staff. We will be inducting 

ten new members to full membership this month. Sesame Youth alumni have 

made commitments to assist our Saturday program and to raise funds for a back 

to school event this summer. But there was a dark cloud hovering totally unseen. 

We lost our founder Mr. Joseph Charles on April 8th 2014. All of Brooklyn went into 

mourning for our loss. It was a gallant show of respect for him and for the 

organization. With this monumental loss, we are now more committed than ever to 

leave a legacy for the many young ones to come, that they remember the sacrifices 

and good will of our founders and our enablers that we have built a an 

establishment and a memory that will live long after we are all gone. Let’s say we 

will continue to “Love a Kid Today and Every Day” for a very long time. 

 

Raymond Luke 

Chairman of Sesame Flyers International, Inc. 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

It is my distinct honor and pleasure to once again welcome you to our 5th 

Annual Scholarship Awards Gala where we celebrate together our 

accomplishments, reflect on our thirty-one year history, and look toward the 

future challenges to come. 

Our celebration this year is marked by the passing of our Founder, Joseph 

Charles, who inspired us all in different ways to carry on his legacy of this 

institution.  We will pause in his name and appreciate the fragile nature of 

every breath we take while we mark his life and all who he has touched.  His 

memory will always be with us, may he eternally rest in peace. 

A challenging year, to say the least, where our successes were measured by how we maintained 

our quality while losing our quantity.   To many people, it may seem that we were successful in 

meeting challenges, but we still appear to come up short on too many occasions; especially in 

the eyes of the many who did not receive our services.   The needs of the community, now more 

than ever, seem to outpace our ability to provide.  The reality and the expectation from us just do 

not meet our resources and capacity.  We must continue to do more with less, and still find some 

way to grow, as the opening of our newest community center at Glenwood Houses, proves that 

we can. 

We will without a doubt continue to grow beyond this 31st year, with a vision as strong as our 

foundation has granted us. We will overcome all obstacles and seize unique opportunities that 

will preserve this organization for future generations to come.  We will continue to be humble 

servants to God and those in the community who benefit from our unique blend of youth and 

family services wrapped with a cultural core.  We will continue to count our blessings, one at a 

time. 

I extend my warmest congratulations to the list of the 2014 Honorees and Scholarship recipients, 

who today represents the silent sacrifices made over the years by so many who have served our 

community.  We can never recognize often enough how their efforts have added to our legacy. 

I would like to thank you all, especially our founder, our youth, staff, members, donors, volunteers, 

supporters and elected officials for your hard work and dedication to this organization.  This event 

tonight would not be possible without you.    I especially look forward to continuing my work with 

all of you, who have inspired me to remain sharply focused on our mission and motto to Love a 

Kid Today and Every Day. 

Sincerely, 

 

Curtis Nelson 

Executive Director 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFICIAL MEMBERS 

 
Errol Albert Jerry Alexander Patrick Alexander 

Nyanibah Anokye Karol Ansah Antoinette Anthony 

Stuart Boucaud Zita Boyce Winston Bushell 

Reginald Cambridge Cheryl Celestine Brenda Charles 

Janet Cummings Wrickford Dalgetty Neal Diamond 

Christopher Edwards Pearl Elie Angela Fenton 

Surenete Foster Michelle Gibbs Catherina Grey 

Matthew Griffith Vilma Griffith Jean Holligan 

Raymond Luke Rudolph Maharaj Cecil McEwen 

Carol Metivier Michael Metivier Horace Millington 

Gloria Owens Janet Rousseau Glen Steele 

Glenda Thomas Takiya Williams Hyacinth Williams 

 Michelle Young  

 



 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                   
                                Congress of the United States 

                                    House of Representatives 

                                         YVETTE D. CLARKE 

                   9TH DISTRICT, NEW YORK    

 
May 15, 2014 
 
Greetings, 
 
I would like to congratulate the members of Sesame Flyers International, Inc. as you celebrate 
the Fifth Annual Scholarship and Community Pillar Awards Gala. You have been dedicated to 
the development of young men and young women, to allowing people to critical services, and to 
the community we share in Brooklyn. 
 
On behalf of the people of the Ninth Congressional District of New York, I want to commend the 
distinguished men and women you will honor tonight: the winners of the Community Pillar 
Award – His Excellency Rodney Charles, Alethea St. Bernard-Marshall, Conrad Ifill, Jennifer 
James, Rodney Wilson, Phillip A. Halliburton, the Honorable Sylvia Ash, and Tom Cohen; the 
Honorable Jumaane Williams of the New York City Council, who will receive 2013 Visionary 
Award; Sherry Buxo, who will receive the Employee of the Year Award; Brenda Charles, who 
will receive the Foundation Award; Parent of the Year Liana D. Wilson; Volunteer of the Year 
Beverly Nelson; as well as Microledger, Inc., Akin Ross, Caprice E. Connor, Carolyn Gomez, and 
Dalia Lamming-Tally.  
 
I also want to recognize the woman who will receive the Community Bridge Builder Award, 
Mary Bishop, who as a member of my staff has provided assistance to thousands of families and 
children in Brooklyn, and whose effort have improved the quality of life in our community. 
 
It is my hope that the commitment to the families and children of New York City demonstrated 
by the Sesame Flyers International, Inc. will continue for many years. I wish you continued 
success in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Yvette D. Clarke 
Member of Congress  



 

 
May 15, 2014 
 
 
Curtis Nelson 

Executive Director 

Sesame Flyers International 

3510 Church Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11203 
 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 
 
On behalf of the 21

st
 Senatorial District, I am pleased to send greetings to Sesame Flyers 

International as you celebrate your 5
th

 Annual Scholarship & Awards Gala on Thursday, May 
15, 2014, at the elegant Tropical Paradise.  
 
This is a wonderful occasion to reflect on the important contributions of tonight’s honorees. 
Together they have dedicated their efforts to enhance the lives and educational pursuits of young 
people. By coming together, we are reminded of the collective power we have in unity to 
confront the challenges that our children and their parents, grandparents and caregivers face. I 
commend the work of tonight’s honorees, and I join them in being committed to the 
collaborative efforts to access higher education, and advocating for initiatives that strengthen the 
well-rounded student.  
 
It is my pleasure to join you for this important occasion and in acclaiming the distinguished 
individuals you honor today. Congratulations to our community leaders who are so deservedly 
being recognized tonight – Councilman Jumaane Williams (D-45); Sherry Buxo; Brenda 
Charles; Trinidad and Tobago Ambassador to the United Nations Ambassador Charles 
Rodney; Conrad Ifill; Jennifer James; Rodney Wilson; Honorable Sylvia Ash; Tom 
Montvel-Cohen; Liana D. Wilson; Beverly Nelson; Mary Bishop; Microledger Inc.; Akin 
Ross; Caprice Connor; Carolyn Gomez and Dalia Lamming-Tilly.  
 
Once again, congratulations on your 5

th
 Annual Scholarship & Awards Gala. Your victory is a 

clear reflection of your hard work and service on behalf of this community. Please accept my 
best wishes for a wonderful event and continued success in all your endeavors.  
 

Yours in Partnership, 

 

 

 

 

KEVIN PARKER 

 

 

KEVIN S. PARKER 

SENATOR, 21ST DISTRICT 

 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

ENERGY & TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE 

COMMITTEES 

BANKS 

FINANCE 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

INSURANCE 

RULES 

NEW AMERICA TASK FORCE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

THE SENATE 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

 

ALBANY OFFICE 

ROOM 604 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12247 

PHONE: 518-455-2580 

FAX: 518-426-6843 

 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

1300 FLATBUSH AVENUE 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11210 

PHONE: 718-629-6401 

FAX: 718-629-6420 

 

Email: 

parker@nysenate.gov 



 

 

THE ASSEMBLY  

STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY 

N. Nick Perry 
Member of Assembly 

58th Assembly District 

Deputy 

Majority Leader 

District Office: 903 Utica Avenue ● Brooklyn, New York 11203 ● (718) 385-3336 

 
 
 
 
May 15, 2014 
 
 
Mr. Curtis Nelson 
Executive Director 
Sesame Flyers International 
3510 Church Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11203 

 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 
 
For over three decades, Sesame Flyers International has asked the community it so 
enthusiastically serves to “Love a Kid…Today, and Everyday.”  Adhering to that creed 
Sesame Flyers has helped raise countless of children who have grown up not only feeling 
loved and empowered, but with the ability to love and respect others.  It is with this in mind 
that on behalf of the people of the 58th Assembly District, all of whom I represent in the State 
Assembly, I commend you and the dedicated and hardworking, board of directors, 
administration and staff of Sesame Flyers International for their exceptional efforts which 
provide the lifeblood to this outstanding community service organization upon the grand 
occasion of your Fifth Annual Scholarship and Awards Gala. 
 
Of course, the fine work your organization performs on a daily basis wouldn’t be possible 
without strong partnerships and determined leadership from various members of our 
community.  This evening you will honor Councilman Jumaane Williams, Justice Sylvia Ash, 
Ambassodor Charles Rodney, Conrad Ifill, Jennifer James, Mary Bishop, Beverly Nelson, 
Rodney Wilson, Sherry Buxo, Tom Montvel-Cohen, Akin Ross, Caprice Connor, Carolyn 
Gomez, Dalia Lamming-Tilly, and Microledger, Inc.  These individuals have all certainly 
distinguished themselves as stalwarts, standing firm for their principles, knowing that our 
community’s most valuable asset is its young people, as displayed through their support of 
Sesame Flyers.  I encourage this evening’s most deserving honorees to continue their hard 
work, and extol their virtues.  Allow me to also recognize this year’s scholarships recipients, 
and offer them best of luck in their future endeavors.  
 
Once again, please accept my sincere congratulations for over 30 years of service to our 
community and allow me to pay tribute to those whose valuable efforts, were responsible for 
organizing this evening’s  gala.  May you enjoy a safe and successful event. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
N. Nick Perry 
Member of Assembly 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 14, 2014 

 

 

Sesame Flyers International, Inc. 

3510 Church Avenue 

Brooklyn NY 11203 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

I am very pleased to bring greetings to Sesame Flyers International, Inc. on the occasion 

of their Fifth Annual Scholarship and Awards Gala. It is a privilege to help celebrate a 

group that has such a proven track record of providing excellent service to the youth in 

our community.  

 

I want to offer my heartfelt congratulations to this year’s very impressive list of honorees, 

including my colleague Jumaane Williams who will receive the 2014 Visionary Award.  

 

It is truly a testament to your work in the community that you are honoring such a cross 

section of extraordinary civic, community, volunteer and staff members whose loyalty 

and dedication to community deserves recognition. 

 

I applaud your vision and decision to offer scholarships to deserving college-bound 

graduating high school seniors. This commitment to young people and their continued 

development will bring rewards to our community for years to come. 

 

Yours truly, 

 
Robert E. Cornegy, Jr. 

36
th

 Council District, Brooklyn 

 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

1360 FULTON STREET 

BROOKLYN, NY 11216  

TEL: (718) 919-0740 

  (718) 919-0741  

FAX: (718) 919-0744 

 

CITY HALL OFFICE 

250 BROADWAY, SUITE 1743 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 

TEL: (212) 788-7354  

FAX: (212) 788-8951  

rcornegy@council.nyc.gov 

THE COUNCIL 

OF 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

ROBERT E. CORNEGY, JR. 
COUNCIL MEMBER, 36TH DISTRICT, BROOKLYN 

CHAIR 

SMALL BUSINESS 

 

COMMITTEES 

CIVIL SERVICE & LABOR 

FINANCE 

HEALTH 

HOUSING 

PUBLIC SAFETY 



HIS EXCELLENCY RODNEY CHARLES 

Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago to the United Nations 

 

 Ambassador Rodney Charles holds bachelors degrees in 

geography (distinction) and in journalism (first class honors). In 

1978 he obtained a master’s degree in journalism from Carleton 

University in Ottowa, Canada. Prior to that, in 1970 he graduated 

from Mausica Teachers’ College. 

A committed teacher, he has taught at all levels of the country’s 

education sector. At the tertiary level he served as adjunct faculty 

with the University of New Brunswick and the Sir Wilfred Laurier 

University. He was also chair of the Business Department at 

ROYTEC – a tertiary level institution established by one of the country’s largest 

indigenous banks. In 2002 he became chair of the School of Journalism and 

Communication at the nation’s largest Community College – COSTAAT. He resigned 

from COSTAAT in 2010 as senior policy adviser to the College’s President to assume the 

position as Trinidad and Tobago’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the 

United Nations. 

Prior to this appointment, Ambassador Charles had also worked, for nearly two decades, 

in the country’s important energy sector with state owned National Petroleum Marketing 

Company from which he retired as Retail Marketing Manager. That company was 

responsible for operating the largest network of service stations in the country inherited 

from the multinationals. As Marketing Manager, he was responsible for not only ensuring 

modest increases annually in revenues, but also for initiating a major upgrade of the retail 

network which included the establishment of a network of convenience stores to diversify 

revenues. 

In addition, he has done consultancy work for a number of credit unions, private sector 

businesses, and regional political parties where he has served as a consultant in 

messaging and strategy development and implementation.  



HONORABLE SYLVIA G. ASH 
New York State Supreme Court Justice 

 

Honorable Sylvia G. Ash is a Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New 

York in Kings County. Prior to her election to Supreme Court, Justice Ash served 

as a New York City Civil Court Judge in Kings County.  Justice Ash was the first 

Caribbean-American woman to be elected as a Civil Court Judge in a County-

wide election. 

 

In 1984, immediately after graduating from Howard University School of Law, 

Justice Ash accepted a position as a Judicial Law Clerk in the Superior Court of 

New Jersey.  Justice Ash was the first person of color to serve in this position.  In 

1985, Justice Ash joined the legal staff of District Council 37 Municipal 

Employees Legal Services.  In this labor union setting, Justice Ash provided 

legal representation to the Council’s 125,000 State, City and Municipal 

employees in the areas of Real Estate, Family, Administrative and Immigration 

Law.  She was the Supervising attorney on the Family and Administrative Law 

Units and the Chief Counsel of the Immigration Law Unit.  

 

Prior to taking the judicial bench, Justice Ash was a practicing attorney for over 20 years.  In this capacity, 

she was the General Counsel for the NAACP’s Social Services Chapter in New York City where she 

provided pro bono legal services to the Chapter’s members.  Additionally, Justice Ash was very active in 

her community and volunteered her legal talent and acumen to numerous civic, religious, labor and not-for-

profit organizations including youth mentor-ship programs.  Justice Ash has always been a strong and vocal 

advocate of children’s rights issues and supported programs that impact the development of the family unit. 

These issues motivated her to volunteer as a victim services liaison for battered women and abused 

children. 

 

In addition to her current judicial responsibilities, Justice Ash serves as a Board Director on the Brooklyn 

Women’s Bar Association, the Judicial Friends Association, Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert 

Association, Q’Kingdom Ministries, Inc., St.Gabriel’s Episcopal Church Senior Citizen Center and New York 

Municipal Credit Union.  Justice Ash is also an active member of the Brooklyn Bar Association, New York 

State Bar Association, New York Criminal and Civil Bar Associations, National Association of Women 

Judges, Nathan R. Sobel Kings County American Inns of Court, Columbian Lawyers Association of 

Brooklyn and the Caribbean American Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Inc.  Justice Ash has been the 

recipient of numerous citations and awards, including the Brooklyn Bar Association Award for Recognition 

of Outstanding Achievement in the Science of Jurisprudence and Public Service. 

 

Justice Ash earned her Juris Doctorate Degree from Howard University School of Law in 1984.  She was 

admitted to practice law in the State of New York in 1985 and in the United States District Court, Southern 

and Eastern Districts, in 1990.  

 

Justice Ash was born in the Caribbean Island of Trinidad and Tobago.  Her father was born in St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines and her mother was born in Grenada.  Justice Ash had the privilege and enjoyment of 

living in all three Islands, and proudly refers to herself as a Trini-Vinci-Grenadian-American.    

 



ALETHEA ST. BERNARD MARSHALL 

Alethea St.Bernard Marshall is from Diego Martin, Trinidad. She is the youngest of 

three children born to Randolph and Daphne St.Bernard. In a quest to pursue her 

studies, Alethea migrated to America in 1984. She pursued a degree in Speech 

pathology and audiology. Alethea's involvement in community affairs started 

immediately at her university. She was the president and co founder of The Dynamic 

Daughters of Africa, Vice president of The Day Student Government, and recipient 

of seven outstanding student awards which included The Louis Shapiro Prize for 

Inspirational Leadership. 

As an active member of The Brooklyn Truth Center, Ms. St.Bernard Marshall served 

as Platform chair person, Usher and Youth sponsor. She was one of the delegates 

chosen to lead a group of teenagers to South Africa as part of The World Peace Prayer Conference, 

where Nelson Mandela was the keynote speaker. 

Alethea St.Bernard Marshall also served as PTA president of PS 208 for two consecutive terms. She 

was a member of District 18 president's council and served for two terms on the vestry of St. Albans 

episcopal church, where she was director of the Youth group for five years. Alethea was also the 

director of MUCH (Mothers Uplifting Children Horizons), a group formed to keep neighborhood kids 

involved in various uplifting activities. 

Alethea continues her community involvement by leading an independent group of young adults in 

activities such as feeding the homeless, providing school supplies for homeless kids and providing 

Mother's day gifts for homeless women. She also leads them in caroling and providing gifts for seniors 

in nursing homes at Christmas time. 

Ms. St.Bernard Marshall is an Early Intervention provider as well as a speech therapist with NYC 

Department of Education. On a volunteer basis, she has led The Peace Ambassadors and penny 

harvest at PS 93. 

Alethea St.Bernard Marshall is the current president of TATUCA (Trinidad & Tobago United 

Community Assoc.) She is the first woman to hold this position of an organization that is in existence 

for over fifty years.  Alethea is also a certified Life Coach and conducts workshops and motivational 

sessions in the community. She is also the leader of Gifted4Life prayer circle. Ms. St.Bernard Marshall 

is a proud grandmother, and mother of three adult daughters. Her motivation comes from the example 

set by her parents. 



JENNIFER JAMES 

With over 15 years of political and government work experience, 

Jennifer James has dedicated herself to a life and career of public 

service.  Committed to the improvement of social and economic 

conditions for individuals and families in the city’s underserved 

communities, she works tirelessly to support programs, organizations 

and elected representatives that help to facilitate their well being and 

advancement. 

Jennifer’s extensive record of service to the community includes her 

role as senior advisor to distinguished public officials. She served as 

Deputy Director of Finance to both the former Bronx Borough 

President Fernando Ferrer and former New York State Comptroller H. Carl McCall. She was 

campaign Finance Director and Special Assistant to N.Y. State Assemblyman & Co-Chair of 

the New York State Democratic Party, Keith L.T. Wright. As a senior officer to U.S. 

Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke, Ms. James was instrumental in helping successfully guide 

her campaign to Capitol Hill. She worked as Director for the Kings County Democratic County 

Committee; then for former Congressman Edolphus Towns, as his District Director and 

Deputy Director of Public Affairs for NYC Comptroller John Liu. 

She has helped to improve and enhance the quality of life for young New Yorkers by serving 

as a founding member of the Council of Urban Professionals (CUP), 

which connects, empowers and mobilizes the next generation of diverse business and civic 

leaders. Jennifer has worked with grassroots organizations seeking to promote political 

participation in divested communities by cultivating a base of Black and Latino young adults 

to be equipped to serve as tomorrow’s social, community and political leaders. 

Born and raised in Brooklyn, Jennifer is the youngest of 8, and the daughter of Caribbean 

parents.  Attending Brooklyn public schools, she graduated from Syracuse University, where 

she earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science and Public Relations. 



 

THOMAS MONTVEL-COHEN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Montvel-Cohen has been involved with many of the major development 

projects that have contributed to the resurgence of the economy of Brooklyn and the City. 

 

He served as a senior advisor and Chief of Staff in the Koch Administration, and was 

Senior Vice President at the Brooklyn Navy Yard and National Director of Real Estate for 

Amtrak. 

 

Entering the private sector in the mid-90s, he has been involved in leadership roles in the 

creation of large public projects such as Brooklyn Bridge Park,  the Downtown Brooklyn 

Plan and the Brooklyn Cultural District Plan.  Private development projects include City 

Point, J Condo, Canarsie Plaza, Cobble Hill Towers, Dock Street Dumbo, BAM South 

and numerous other residential projects.  

 

He has been instrumental in the creation of several business improvement districts and 

in the creation of minority/local business development and employment programs in 

conjunction with major development projects. 

 

He serves as Chairman of the Dumbo Improvement District and on the Board of the 

Brooklyn Navy Yard.  He has also long been active in supporting and assisting the 

steelband movement in Brooklyn, and serves as Manager of D'Radoes Steel Orchestra.  



CONRAD A. IFILL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Conrad Ifill is the founder and owner of Conrad's Famous Bakery, in Brooklyn New 

York, a position which he has held for over 30 years. He grew up with a big family of 

seven siblings and he quickly realized there was never enough bread and in turn began 

to bake his own bread. Mr. Conrad Ifill has put his heart and soul into creating the best 

mouth-watering bread around and stands by his products. As an adult, Mr. Ifill migrated 

to New York and pursued a career in the Computer Data Processing and Accounting field. 

However, he was not satisfied with this career path and decided to quit his job on Wall 

Street and pursue his dream of owning a successful Caribbean bakery featuring 

Trinidadian favorites. The bakeries are situated at 856 Utica and Church Avenues and 

299 Utica Avenue and Union Street, which is well-known for its enticing Caribbean breads 

and cakes for all occasions.  

Today, Conrads Famous Bakery is one of the most well-known bakeries, in the heart of 

Brooklyn-NYC. Mr. Conrad Ifill, is an icon in his community and has helped shape the 

futures of many Caribbean immigrants. Moreover, he is a generous supporter of many 

charitable organizations events, programs, groups and churches. He is also a devout and 

active member of the St.Matthew’s R.C Church.     



MARY BISHOP 

  

Mary Bishop was born in Trinidad and Tobago and grew up in 

Point Fortin, where she spent most of her adult years as a 

mother and housewife. She received her secondary education 

at the Point Fortin Secondary school. In 1994 she migrated to 

Brooklyn, New York and went on to further her education while 

working as a babysitter and caring for her family. Ms. Bishop 

attended Medgar Evers and John Jay College. She received a 

Bachelor of Science with a double major in Psychology and 

Criminal Justice graduating Cum Laude from City University of 

New York. 

 

Ms. Bishop’s interests being wide and varied, she ventured into 

the political world after graduating from college, and began her 

career working as New York City Council Aide for then Council 

Member Yvette Clarke. Upon Ms. Clarke’s elevation to 

Congress, Ms. Bishop continues to work with her as her Executive Assistant in the U. S. 

House of Representatives in Washington, D.C. 

 

Although her earlier focus was on Criminal Justice with a concentration on prisoner’s 

reintegration into society, Ms. Bishop obtained a Masters Degree in Public Administration 

to further enhance her education and professional capabilities in that field. Ms. Bishop’s 

love and sensitivity for community and people brought her to the realization that her true 

ability lies in helping others and she would like to pursue a future goal of working with 

women and children within the continent of Africa, preferably in Ghana or Nigeria. 

 

Ms. Bishop boasts of love for her family and spiritual life and she uses her mother as a 

true example of a person who has been a pioneer in community work.  Ms. Bishop, who 

was born into a Catholic family, has great respect for any atmosphere that encourages 

spiritual growth and understanding; a trait she acquired due to exposure to varied cultures 

and religions during her upbringing.  

 

Ms. Bishop is the proud mother of four children: three sons and one daughter. She has 

four grand-children, and when not working, she likes to read and attend plays. Her favorite 

pastime is spending time with her grandson Marquis.   

 

Ms. Bishop believes firmly in the verse of Luke 12:48 ‘for unto whomsoever much is given, 

of him shall be much required.’  



SHERRY BUXO 

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 

The second oldest of eight siblings, I was born May 23rd, 1987 in St. 

Patrick’s, Grenada. I lived in Grenada until I moved to New York at a 

young age. With my parents by my side I was/ am able to further 

pursue my education and passions. 

One of my passions/love is playing soccer. I started playing soccer 

on the weekends through the AYSO program while I attended 

Winthrop Junior High and my 1st year at Boys and Girls High School. 

It was in High School that I realized that I could be a part of a 

wonderful sisterhood while sharpening my skills.  

I received many accolades during my 9 years of playing soccer on 

teams but my greatest accolade was becoming team captain. My 

coaches saw a potential in me that I did not see in myself. I was honored and humbled 

as I led my teams in high school and in college. Being the captain allowed me to see and 

expand my leadership skills, break out of my shyness, give back and most importantly 

helped me grow and become the person I am today.  

Once I graduated from Boys and Girls High School, I followed my passion for soccer 

upstate to Tompkins Cortland Community College where I graduated with a degree in 

General Studies and a new found interest in psychology (mainly child psychology) and 

Human Resources. I moved on to The SUNY College of Old Westbury to pursue of my 

new found interest and also to continue following my passion for soccer. After graduating 

from Old Westbury, I felt lost because I knew that I wanted to continue my interest in 

psychology and Human Resources but did not have an outlet.  

During my process of finding my outlet and sending out resumes I stumbled upon the 

Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) being offered by the city. I was almost at 

the age limit but decided to take a chance. As most would say “Let go and let God” and 

that’s exactly what I did. I was accepted into the SYEP program and made a decision to 

choose the site that was in my age range. I knew little about what Sesame Flyers did as 

an organization. I just remembered being told to drop my brother off at Sesame Flyers 

summer camp at Winthrop. Upon completion of the summer program, I had a better 

understanding of what the organization provided and was offered a permanent position 

as Office Manager. Since being employed with Sesame Flyers, I have been receiving 

experience which will aid me in furthering my goals and aspirations.  

 I am grateful, honored and humbly say THANK YOU for being chosen as the employee 

of the year. 



LIANA DAMALI WILSON 

Young, Energetic and Passionate describes our 2014 Parent of the Year 

honoree.  Liana Damali Wilson has always demonstrated a deep interest and 

commitment to youth development and enrichment through her work as a 

mentor, “big sister” and her many roles within Sesame Flyers during the last 

fifteen plus years including member, tutor, instructor, head teacher, volunteer, 

and supervisor of our youth program. Her role as a mother of two daughters Nia 

(15) and Nakhai (8) is where her commitment to excellence truly shines. A true 

optimist always armed with a prayer and a positive attitude, the assiduity in 

which Liana cares for not just her children but their friends and any child she 

comes in contact with is quite passionate.  It is a pleasure to watch her interact 

with them. “She becomes everyone’s Mommy” says her eldest daughter. 

Liana has an innate ability to connect with young adults on a level in which she is able to garner trust 

allowing them to open up to discuss their problems and in turn receive solid advice. She is a keen listener, 

trustworthy and maintains a level of confidentiality with all who reach out to her for support. This gift has 

encouraged Liana to pursue a career in Guidance and Counseling as she feels it will put her on a path to 

be an agent of positive change in the lives of many children, their families and society.  

Demonstrating diligence to work ethics, and excelling in academics from a young age afforded Liana a full 

scholarship to Virginia State University at the tender age of 16 after managing to complete all the 

requirements for a High School Diploma in three years. Her close knit family ties however, cut her time at 

VSU short as Liana was miserable and homesick crying daily for her “Mummy and Daddy”. She returned 

home and transferred to the State University of New York at Stony Brook. It was during her Stony Brook 

Years that she was able to leave campus one Friday and return to school on Sunday as a Queen, after 

being crowned the First Ms. Trinidad and Tobago USA.   

Her duties as Queen stemmed from many guest appearances, modeling, being a guest judge at other 

Caribbean Pageants in the US and abroad, as well as being featured on Trinidad and Tobago’s popular 

talk show, “Community Dateline” with Allyson Hennessy (now deceased).  Her parents instilled in her from 

a young age that beauty is nothing without brains, and Liana held steadfast to her studies. She was able to 

grace the stage to be handed a Bachelor’s Degree just a month and 5 days to the birth of her first born, 

Nia.  This is a moment she holds dear as the pregnancy did not deter her from accomplishing her goals, in 

turn making her parents and family proud.   

Liana has been an asset to Sesame Flyers. Although she is no longer an employee she is still very visible 

and is an integral part to their success. Along with her many years of professional experience she brings a 

willingness to work with others, a desire to implement programs that would enrich the quality of experience 

for youth while improving their overall manner. This desire has led her along with her cousin Tricia Thomas 

Guy to rebirth The Society of Young Leaders. A youth group started by her mother over 20 years ago, it 

was a way to keep the   neighborhood children grounded and occupied. It gave them an outlet and provided 

a way for them to give back to the community through cleanups, feeding the homeless and volunteering, 

all necessary components to live out the driving quote behind the Society of Young Leaders “To Whom 

Much Is Given Much Is Required”. Stay tuned for greatness as Liana’s vision for the future of our children 

is one of infinite possibility. 



FOUNDATION AWARD Brenda Charles 

Born in Trinidad and Tobago, Brenda Patricia Munroe Charles graduated from 
(school name with secretarial degree yr). Brenda migrated to the US where she 
worked for Time Mirror Magazine until she retired in 2004. Brenda is a founding 
member of Sesame Flyers. When the kiddies band evolved, she worked 
tirelessly making costumes, and made sure that all of the children were able to 
participate in some way. No matter what was going on with the various 
programs, events, costumes...once it was for the children, Mrs. Charles would 
be there. Aunty Brenda as we all affectionately called her, is not one to take 
charge in front, she is the dependable one who ensures that no child gets left 
behind, hence Sesame's moto "Love a kid today and everyday!". Aunty Brenda 
is very passionate about children. Her other passion is to have a good time. 
When not working at the of one our events, of dealing with the children, when 
you miss her, look for her on the dance floor. Brenda Charles is a most cherished 
pilar in Sesame Flyers international. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR Beverley Nelson 

Ms.  Beverley Nelson hails from the beautiful island of spice, Grenada. She 
is the proud mother of two loving boys, Garvin and Chad. She is a very 
outgoing person who loves to smile and enjoy spending time with family and 
friends. Beverley attended the Grenada Boys Secondary School where she 
is known to friends as the ‘crazy one’. She enjoys playing Ma sans is always 
the life of the party. 

Beverley migrated to the United States in 1989. She attended Medgar Evers 
College where she studied English, Hospitality, Cake Decorating and 
Creative Design. She is very ambitious and never allows anything to stand in 
her way from her goals. 

Upon migrating, Beverley continued playing her Mas. She started playing with 
Sesame Flyers and that is where she will call home when that time of year 
rolls around. She is always hands on when it comes to the making of her 
costumes and helps in anyway that she can. Beverley is not all about Mas 
and partying, she also enjoys being in the kitchen. She loves baking and on 
most weekends you can find her whipping up some delicious pastries and 
cakes for different occasions. She is also an active member of the GBSS Alumni NY where they 
focus on giving back on their Alma Mata. 

Beverly Nelson. Mother, Daughter, Friend and Caregiver. All this just describe a remarkable 
person. Through all obstacles that stood in her way, she always managed to keep that beautiful 
smile on her face. To know her is to love her. 



 

Jumaane D. Williams 

NYC Council Member, 45th District 

Jumaane D. Williams is a first-generation Brooklynite of West Indian parentage. He is a proud product of our city’s 

public school system, including Brooklyn Tech and Brooklyn College. It was while earning his Bachelor’s Degree in 

Political Science at Brooklyn College that Jumaane realized civic engagement and community empowerment would be 

his focus. He received a Master’s Degree, also from Brooklyn College, in Urban Policy and Administration; during these 

studies, Jumaane honed his skills as an organizer and also served as the graduate student body president. 

 

Immediately after college, Jumaane was hired as the assistant director for the Greater Flatbush Beacon School where 

he provided leadership for its first successful summer. Subsequently, he became the interim executive director of 

Flatbush East Community Development Corporation. As a community organizer, Jumaane worked in the well-known 

Vanderveer Estates’ buildings and successfully secured city funding for a new youth program.  

 

He continued fighting for affordable housing as the Housing Director for the Flatbush Development Corporation, where 

he re-constituted a defunct housing program. Jumaane was the Executive Director of the New York State Tenants & 

Neighbors, a state-wide organization that stands for tenants’ rights and affordable housing through organizing and 

advocacy. 

 

Since being elected in 2009 to represent the 45th District in the New York City Council, Jumaane has been a tireless 

advocate for his constituents. In the wake of the devastating Haitian earthquake of January 2010, he helped coordinate 

the 45th District Haitian Relief Effort, a mobile clinic that provided economic and legal assistance to those affected and 

their families. As chair of the Oversight and Investigations Committee, Jumaane co-chaired hearings in all five boroughs 

to probe the city’s failed response to the blizzard of December 2010. He is also a member of the Higher Education, 

Housing and Buildings, Immigration, Land Use, Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses and Youth Services 

committees. Additionally, Jumaane serves as co-chair of the Gun Violence Task Force, vice chair of the Black, Latino 

and Asian Caucus and is a founding member of the Progressive Caucus. 

 

In the district, Jumaane has brought his experience as an organizer to help unleash the community’s full potential with 

realistic solutions, not political rhetoric. He introduced results-based accountability to local nonprofit organizations in 

relation to the typical city budgeting process; this comprehensive “ends to means” decision making process aims to 

bring efficiency to program improvement, grant writing, project planning and startup. Jumaane has also instituted a 

participatory budgeting process for a portion of his discretionary capital budget; under this approach, everyday citizens 

come together to propose, develop and vote on projects that will be funded in the upcoming year. Jumaane has also 

focused on engaging local citizens in their community, establishing the Community Volunteer Corps. Additionally, the 

office’s Youth Anti-Violence Initiative, now housed at East Flatbush Village, seeks to provide positive alternatives to 

young people that will keep them out of the streets. 

 

In the months ahead, Jumaane will continue his focus on reform to the NYPD and the City Charter, as well as push for 

the rights of New York City’s public school children and its tenant population. 



DONNYELL BOURGEOIS 

Donnyell Bourgeois, Sr., CPA, MST is a Partner in MicroLedger’s Financial 
Management Advisory Services and Accounting Systems Practice.  He is 
a CPA as well as a former Big 5 Manager with over 27 years of experience 
working with US and foreign multinational corporations providing financial 
management consulting services, accounting compliance services and 
delivering systems solutions. 
 
He is in charge of the firm’s Financial Management Advisory Services and 
Accounting Systems Practice, specializing in developing financial business 
management information systems.  He is responsible for major 
management consulting engagements, with involvement in a wide variety 
of not-for-profit organizations, government agencies and commercial 
service and manufacturing oriented clients.  Mr. Bourgeois, specializes in 
assisting management in all aspects of managing highly complex 
budgeting, accounting and reporting requirements.  
 
He has worked with many of our clients selecting, designing, configuring, 

implementing, testing, and training mid-range financial management and reporting systems. 
 
Financial Management Advisory Services, which includes CFO services, but not limited to, Mr. 
Bourgeois has provided leadership and oversight of the finance and accounting departments with 
respect to budgets and strategic planning, treasury and cash management; preparation of internal 
financial statements; filing monthly claims, monitor financial management reporting systems in 
accordance with accounting, financial reporting, disclosure standards,  and United States of 
America Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) for non-profit organizations; advised 
and counseled the CEO, department heads and various standing committees of the Board on all 
fiscal matters to ensure proper execution of their duties.     
 
He has developed and implemented strategies and designs applicable to both U.S. and global in 
nature which improved the overall management information systems efficiency and effectiveness.  
He has written system operation manuals on various accounting cycles, transactions, and 
structures.  Such work includes Foreign Exchange and Financial Statement Translation Accounting 
and Reporting; Payroll using a Third- Party Outsourced Module; Chart of Accounts; and Inter-Entity 
Transactions and Processing. 
 
Representation of clients before their funding agencies regarding  budgets, financial reports, claims 
and audits; in addition to representation of clients before local, state and federal taxing / compliance 
authorities. 
 
Prior to joining MicroLedger, Inc., Mr. Bourgeois was co-founder and partner of Bourgeois, Lauray 
& Co., Certified Public Accountants.   He also spent several years with the accounting firm of Arthur 
Andersen & Co. where he gained diversified background in the managerial disciplines applicable 
to the public accounting field. 
 
He has a double major BSBA from Northeastern University with Honors, an M.S. in Taxation from 
Seton Hall University. Mr. Bourgeois is a Certified Public Accountant licensed in the states of New 
York and New Jersey.  He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountant 
(AICPA), New Jersey Society of Certified Public Accountant (NJSCPA), and New York Society of 
Certified Public Accountant (NYSSCPA). 
 
Mr. Bourgeois resides in Hanover Township, New Jersey with his wife Renita, and their two sons 
Donnyell, Jr. and Marquise. 

 



MR. AKIN ROSS 

enacious, creative and outgoing are just a few words that describe Akin Ross. 

Although he was born American, Mr. Ross is truly a “Trini to de Bone” being 

raised in Trinidad and Tobago. Mr. Ross was exposed to its rich culture in 

Carnival as he played Mas as a child. Little did he know Carnival was not just a “season” 

but it also became a major event in his life that continuously opened doors. 

Having a passion for the Arts, Mr. Ross went on to study Broadcasting Management at 

Kingsborough Community College and Film Production at the Brooklyn College. 

However, it did not end there. In 2003, Mr. Ross became an instructor at the Winthrop 

Beacon III Community Center teaching Hip Hop and Modern Dance to the inner city 

youths. 

Although teaching dance was one of Mr. Ross’ ambitions, he had his big break in 2006 

when he got the opportunity to create a Mas Section for Sesame Flyers International. 

Since then, Mr. Ross has diligently networked and made a name for himself in the 

Carnival community not only in New York, but throughout the Caribbean. 

To date, Mr. Ross has drawn a crowd of masqueraders of all ages to Sesame Flyers 

International with his bold, fun and sexy costume designs. His creativity and personality 

always leave you in awe, and wondering what outlandish and exciting designs will follow 

for the next year. Mr. Ross also continues to work at the Winthrop Beacon III Community 

Center assisting participants with their homework and teaching a Drama class on 

Saturdays.  

  

 

T 



CAPRICE E. CONNOR 
 

I am Inspirational 

 

Some may ask - Who is he?  I am a partner, friend, teacher, lover, brother, 

father, but most of all a MAN. 

 

Why does he act like that? I am - Confident, motivated, spiritual and full of pride.   

 

Why does he speak like that? I speak with a commanding voice to either 

challenge or inspire you.   

 

We sometimes ask ourselves what is our purpose? I find that my purpose did 

not come easy I have been through so many difficult obstacles in my life and 

through it all I have learned many lessons and have gained many blessings, 

but what I find most important is the great diversity of people that I have met 

along the way - From genre, ethnicity, culture, lifestyle and barriers. 

 

I notice a difference in people once we become more acquainted - Giving them 

the best advice as I wait to see how they utilize it. I see growth in them and I 

am sure they gained the necessary confidence that they need in order to face 

the high demands of the fashion industry and the world.  

Now, as for working in the industry of fashion as a stylist and consultant – my adventurous vision helped 

my clients feel good about what they wear from the colors, the fit, and even coming out of their usual comfort 

zone. This made me feel good….. and I felt hungry for more.  

 

Pushing the envelope further I began styling behind the scenes at New York Fashion Week. In doing so I 

noticed many young people, all different in their own ways, some with low self-esteem, others lacked 

motivation, and I felt the urgency to extend myself and I hoped to make a difference in the younger 

generation. That is when I created my first company STRONJEH MODEL MGMT. 

 

Building this company was not easy but the joys of watching the development in all of my models has 

created new opportunities for me. Entering the world of Mas I wanted to make a splash by bringing fierce 

elements to our culture while infusing fashion. This creative aspect has filled me with enjoyment and I do 

plan to continue making a difference in the Mas culture with designs and costumes. I feel a sense of pride 

when I see masqueraders examine and dissecting my costumes.  Some are able to see my vision and 

understand the concepts behind my designs. 

 

 All In all,I am a man of color, a man of self-importance, one who is comfortable in his own skin and who 

can get up every morning to face the world and one who has to make decisions that affect others. 

 

My name is Caprice Edward Connor born in a small Caribbean Island of St Martin. Raised right here in New 

York City, attended PS 18, IS 27 and Susan E Wagner. I then went on to study at New York Fashion 

Institute of Technology FIT.   It was not always easy for me growing up here in the US (lol) or I should say 

I gave my family a hard time... 

 

Thanks for putting up with me, loving me, believing in me, and most of all thank you for your support.  So 

let the truth be told I was born for this! I have studied, worked hard, network and through my faith HE has 

made it all possible. 



COMMITMENT TO 
COMMUNITY AWARD 

We, Caro & Dalia 

Created this movement to build awareness in our 

everyday lives and communities regarding health, 

nutrition and fitness.  Many of us believe that what we 

know as “home cooking” equates to healthy eating as the 

food is not fast and is prepared at home.  This movement 

teaches our members how to eat healthy, by cooking 

clean meals by their own hands so they become aware of 

what they are putting into their bodies and how to nourish them with power foods.  As time goes by, our 

members learn how to love the food that love their bodies and incorporate exercise as a part of their daily 

lives,  while being supported in an atmosphere of love and encouragement by their peers. We, 

Caro&Dalia believe that if we become healthy together, our families become healthy, our communities 

become healthy, our country becomes healthy, our generation becomes healthy, and ultimately 

humanity is preserved. 

In the Caro&Dalia Movement we are: 

 Building Awareness for Healthier Choices. By making folks aware of the foods that they nourish 

their bodies with, thus preparing them to make healthier decisions for themselves as well as their 

families. 

 “Prevention is better than Cure.”  As we change and build awareness of nutrition, we are 

ultimately preventing diseases which result from long term unhealthy eating. 

 Building Confidence and Belief in Oneself.  We are creating an army of men and women that 

are super confident about themselves, and are equipped to create any kind of change in their lives 

and celebrate their “new selves”. 

 Social Responsibility and Team Work.  Our movement teaches our members about togetherness 

and team work, and emphasizes that you are not alone during your journey to a healthy 

lifestyle.  Everyone feels obligated to assist and encourage each other along the way, as we do our 

best to cultivate a positive, supportive group dynamic among our members. 

 

In our movement, we teach you how to how to nourish your body, mind and soul while you create the best 

version of yourself.  As a part of Caro & Dalia Movement you receive the following: 

 a monthly meal plan 

 approved substitutes if your are allergic 

 a monthly workout plan 

 continuous and extraordinary love, encouragement and group support from your peers 

 

Our movement is a community of folks who have decided to make health and fitness a lifestyle for them, 

so you are never alone as your brothers and sister are walking alongside you in this journey. 

We believe that health and wellness should be affordable to everyone in our community and the world at 

large, and this process starts with basic clean eating and exercise.  As we all know “prevention is better 

than cure” and prevention is also cheaper.  For these reasons alone, we offer this service to you at a bare 

minimum fee as compared to the others in the industry. 

 

As times passes by, we must caution you that some of the long term side effects of our movement are a 

healthy you, happy feelings, increased energy levels, super self-confidence and tremendous belief in 

yourself to pursue and achieve anything you set your mind to do. 

Carolyn Gomez Dalia Lamming-Tilly 



Lady Q 

From hosting events, being a 
radio personality, and ripping the 
runway, Renee "Lady Q The 
Voice" Ellis does it all. 
 
Well known for her strong 
distinctive voice on the Soca 
Award winning International 
internet radio program, "Team 
Soca", her charismatic and On-
the-Spot punch lines brings music 
to life. 
 
 "Lady Q" has also hosted 
countless of entertainment events 
such as the well-known "Girl 
Power", and has introduced and 
MC'd for some talented artists 

such as Faye Ann Lyons Alvarez.   
 
But it doesn't stop there! Being an active model 
for Sesame Flyers International, Inc./ Sesame 
Carnival has opened up many doors in the 
modeling industry for Ms. Ellis.  Such as ripping 
the runway for 2013 at Stronjeh Model 
Management Company’s "Golden Gates of 
Fashion" Showcase and modeling for many up 
and coming fashion designers in our community.  
 
Her newest entertainment venture is interviewing 
and hosting on Jamm TV's Top Ten Soca Video 
Countdown.  It's safe to say that where there are 
Lights, Cameras, Action and a MIC….. Renee 
Ellis is never far away! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ROBERT CHRISTOPHER RILEY hails 

from the Flatbush section of Brooklyn (NY), but 
has deep Caribbean roots, as he was raised by 
his Trinidadian mother and grandmother while 
having a father from Barbados. 
 
Riley is a graduate of Brooklyn Technical High 
School (‘98) where he earned a Regents diploma 
before attending Lehigh University (’03) in 
Bethlehem, PA., for his B.A. in Theatre. After 
graduation, in the fall of 2003, Riley accepted a 
full-scholarship to Ohio University’s MFA-Acting 
Program. While completing his degree (’06), he 
was cast in several independent films as well as 
numerous commercials and print ads. 
 
Most recently, in April 2012, he was cast as 
‘Terrence Wall’ (a series regular) in VH1’s “Hit the 
Floor”. The show premiered Memorial Day 2013 
to phenomenal reviews and gained 4 million 
viewers every Monday this past summer, making 
it the #1 new scripted series on cable this past 
summer. Production on Season 2 is slated to 
begin late Jan 2014. 
 
When not acting, Riley continues to pursue some 
of his other loves; music, spoken word, 
photography and teaching/mentoring. 
 
As a teacher and mentor Riley began with the 
“Building Bridges” program (Touchstone Theatre. 
Lehigh Valley, PA 2002) and has worked with and 
spoken to, students from College-age to 3rd 
grade. He has most recently worked the 
“M.O.C.I.T.I. mentoring group” at Martin Luther 
King Jr Elementary and Barack Obama Prep in 
Los Angeles. 

INTRODUCING OUR HOSTS 
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On behalf of the Director, Assistant Director and Staff of Winthrop Beacon III Commuity 
Center, we would like to wish SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL, INC. best wishes as they 

celebrate 31 years of excellent community service and commitment

905 Winthrop Street
Brooklyn, New York 11226
P 718-221-8880
E kpatrick@sesameflyers.org

WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE DO

TThe Winthrop Beacon Community Center is located at the Winthrop School Campus in East Flatbush section of 
Brooklyn. The program hours of operation are Monday through Friday 2:30pm-10:00pm and Saturday’s 
10:00am-6:00pm. The Beacon offers a comprehensive array of FREE youth and adult programs which provides 
educational, cultural and recreational activities for youth and adults. The Beacon After-School Program 
operates during the Fall, Winter, and Spring months, for youths between the ages of five (5) - thirteen (13) 
years, Mondays through Fridays, from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm.

- Homework Assistance, Reading and Mathematical               - Preparation for the GED Examination
- - Computer Technology                                                                  - Sesame Flyers International Youth Council 
- Dance, Drama and Craft                                                               - Steel Pan, Basketball, Aerobics, Soccer

KAMILLE PATRICK
BENNETT - DIRECTOR

III COMMUNITY CENTER . 905 WINTHROP STREET . BROOKLYN . NY 11226
WINTHROP BEACON



BILDERSEE
BEACON

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
MS. MICHELLE VENTOUR

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
MS. JULIE NERVIL

OFFICE ASSISTANT
A  SOOKNANAN

I.S 68 Junior High School located at 956 East 82nd Street, Brooklyn, New York, 11236 

Bildersee Beacon is a school based community center lo-
cated in IS 68 in the Carnasie secon of Brooklyn. The pro-
gram hours of operaon are Monday through Friday 
2:30pm-10:00pm and Saturday’s 10:00am-6:00pm. The 
Beacon offers a comprehensive array of FREE youth and 
adult programs in 8 core service areas: The schedule of 
school age, teen and adult acvies with days and mes 
are listed on the acvity schedule. are listed on the acvity schedule. 

WHO WE ARE ... WHAT WE DO

SESAMEFLYERSINTERNATIONAL



CENTER
FOR 
FAMILY SUPPORT
WINTHROP BEACON III CENTER

905 Winthrop Street, Room 131

Brooklyn, New York 11203

Phone 718-221-8881 extension 2100

WINTHROP BEACON III CENTER

905 Winthrop Street, Room 131

Brooklyn, New York 11203

Phone 718-221-8881 extension 2100

Sesame Flyers International Center for Family Support continues to be progressive within the community we serve.  Our goal is 
to continue an in depth community outreach.  Our staff remains focused on assessing safety and reducing the risk of children between 
the ages of 0-17 years old.  The Center For Family Support remains committed to sustaining families as they work towards developing a 
life of self sufficiency.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR - Mrs. Leslyn Rahaman  |  ASSISTANT DIRECTOR - Mr. Carlos Scott

what we do?
Anger Management

Behavior Modification Intervention

Gang Prevention Counseling 

Parenting Counseling 

Substance Abuse Counseling

AAdvocacy and Referral Services

Domestic Violence Counseling

Grief & Bereavement Counseling 

Referral for mental health services

HIV & AIDS Education & Counseling 

what we do?
Anger Management

Behavior Modification Intervention

Gang Prevention Counseling 

Parenting Counseling 

Substance Abuse Counseling

AAdvocacy and Referral Services

Domestic Violence Counseling

Grief & Bereavement Counseling 

Referral for mental health services

HIV & AIDS Education & Counseling 



905 WINTHROP STREET
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11226

P 718-221-8880
E kshortt@sesameflyers.org

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
MS. K SHORTT

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS
K REID & D DOUGHLIN





GLENWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER
5816 FARRAGUT ROAD . BROOKLYN . NEW YORK 11234

SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL 

SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL INCORPORATED . 3510 CHURCH AVENUE . BROOKLYN . NEW YORK 

The SFI Glenwood Community Center provides 

engaging activities for young people and adults 

designed to help participants acquire the academic 

foundation and interpersonal skills needed to graduate 

from high school, succeed in their chosen career, and 

give back to the community.  Our Community Center 

focuses on high-quality programming delivered by com-

munity-basedmunity-based organizations and is located in the New 

York City Housing Authority residential developments.  

Typical youth activities include: academics, community 

engagement, recreational and social activities, the Arts 

and healthy living.  At Glenwood Community Center we 

also host a Youth Council for our teens.

The council assesses mind sets and attacks the 

negative nature that surrounds our teens as they seek 

out ways to help better themselves and their community.

DIRECTOR - Mr. Stuart Boucaud

OFFICE MANAGER - Ms. Kedra Gaskin

INSTRUCTOR - Mr. C. Thomas Beckles, Mr. Kevin 

Williams, Ms. Latoya Parris, Ms. Qadira Taylor

ACTIVITACTIVITY SPECIALIST - Mr. Gene Toney, Ms. Rosanna 

Toney, Ms. Sherrie Morton

EDUCATION COORDINATOR - Ms. Yazita Lamarre

SECURITY - Mr. Colin Vidale



SFI SATURDAY PROGRAM
SESAME FLYERS CULTURAL CENTER

3510 CHURCH AVENUE . BKLYN . NEW YORK

Involvement in our community has been an ongoing 
commitment of Sesame Flyers.  In 1987 we began 
offering  a variety of free classes on Saturdays 
including: math, reading, computer literacy, steel 
band music, Afro-Caribbean dancing, arts and crafts, sign language, chorus, 
storytelling and sewing, to name a few.  This  volunteer program still thrives today.

For more information on the Sesame Flyers International SATURDAY PROGRAM
contact our hotline at 718-693-0500



CONTINUE TO SUPPORT SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL AS THEY
STRIVE TO PROVIDE QUALITY SERVICE TO THE BROOKLYN COMMUNITY, YOUR

FAMILY AND YOU ..... FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

JOIN US AT THE RACES! GET READY TO GO TOP SPEED ALL AGES
ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND OUR FUN-FILLED, SPORTS INSPIRED 
FAMILY DAY WHERE ALL PARTICIPATE. BRING YOUR COOLERS, 

PICNIC BASKETS AND WEAR YOUR FINEST SWEAT SUIT.  WINNERS
WILL RECEIVE MEDALS MARKING THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS. 

REGISTRATIONS ARE AVAILABLE UPON ARRIVAL.  FOR MORE 
INFORMINFORMATION PLEASE CALL US AT 718-693-0500. 

SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL
PRESENTS ITS ANNUAL



NILE JAY DANIELS 
Hello, I would like to start off by thanking Sesame Flyers for the 

opportunity to be a part of such a comprehensive program. My name is 

Nile Jay Daniels and I am a full time student at Empire State College, 

majoring in Business Marketing. My decision to major in marketing 

came as a result from the passion to help my father promote his 

construction business. Although his business strived, I still felt the 

enthusiasm for marketing. I began my research for the field of marketing 

while still attending high school and it continued to growth exponentially 

when my father opened a new bar. As far as my future goals, I initially 

wanted to become a top marketing executive at a Fortune 500 

company. Working for Sesame Flyers has taught me there are many 

other beneficial gains to and from a company other than financial 

accolades. I am now more than willing to contribute my marketing 

familiarities, no matter what my position is in a company, to any smaller 

organization. Now having over four ears’ worth of marketing knowledge and experience, I was able to help 

my father open up a second bar. While attending Empire State College, I am currently upholding a 3.89 

GPA while managing an excellent work ethic for three different jobs. This is the standard I hold for myself 

which has been derived from the duel set of standards living in a two parent household. The first set comes 

from my father who raised me to be a hard worker which culminated in my "whatever it takes" mentality. 

Due to his, I tend to be innately competitive; some may consider me to be a perfectionist. The second set 

of standards comes from my mother who promoted cerebral growth in regards to continuous learning. She 

also taught me to strive towards becoming a well-rounded individual as far as completing college, helping 

out in my community, and becoming a good role model to my peers. The combination of goals that my 

parents laid out for me is my driving force to be the best at whatever I engage myself in. Having said this, 

earning this scholarship would be a tremendous feat for my family and I, The reason being that, it is one 

step closer to the dream that my parents and I share of coming out with a degree. Although my parents 

provided the foundation for me to succeed, I felt a lack of belonging from community engagement. The 

course of action that was taken was my involvement in the YMCA, various team sport leagues (Soccer, 

Baseball, Football, Track & Field, and Basketball), Boy Scouts of America, and a series of community 

service events.  

The extracurricular activities that I participated in were tools I used to express my competitive nature. I 

continue to strive to be the best even outside sports and schooling. That is what separates me from my 

peers where their competitive drive stops when they leave the classroom, workplace, or sporting event. My 

peers started to notice my level of commitment and began to look up to me as a role model for their own 

personal achievements. This was the commencement of positive competition where everyone in my small 

community played a part in u I lifting one another. This drive also affords me the willingness to delve into 

new ventures (Sesame Flyers being the most recent). Sesame Flyers has showed me what it means to 

"Grow Together". Again, I desire the need to find a fit for me to be accepted on a constant basis. Looking 

at the staff alone, they have been here for well over a decade, some even starting out as participants or 

making their way up the ranks. This has formed the close knit  

community that Sesame Flyers is today. As a student in my own working environment, I have been able to 

understand, the culture that this organization provides to the community. Even though I've only been 

working here for a year, I can already see Sesame Flyers expanding not only throughout the Caribbean 

population but to all inner city kids. My vision for this comes from my understanding that Sesame Flyers 

offers opportunities that everyone of all ages can benefit from - including me. One goal of mind for Sesame 

10 years from now would be to expand the content of their programs so the mindset toward the organization 

could appeal to a broader diversity of cultures. In the meantime, I will take it upon myself to help Sesame 

Flyers realize that goal. 



ALONZO CRUZ-BOURNE 

 

As a child, I have always drawn characters from fantasy, 

cartoons, and movies. Growing up, I have always loved 

superheroes and reading comic books about them. Eventually, I 

began drawing the heroes I have seen in the comics. I mostly 

drew the female superheroes and I continuously drew them. As I 

got older, I began thinking of my own superheroes and the 

possibility of making comics for them. I wanted my comic books 

to be legendary and nothing like all the others in this world. My 

inspiration has always been Marvel comics and I always 

observed how my superheroes could be different and original. To 

this day I continue to draw comics, always thinking about how my 

characters could be discovered and my comics become well 

known by everyone. As years passed by, I discovered another interest. 

 

I started to notice how furniture and objects were placed within a room and how they 

contrast with color. At first, I thought of it as common sense, and then found that I can 

make a living from such a vision. This was the time I became interested in interior design. 

I always loved building small houses, towers and buildings as a child; being resourceful 

and using cardboard, tape, and construction paper. It has always been fun for me to build 

art and to view what I have created. As I learn more about interior design, the more I want 

to pursue a career in that field. Most recently I discovered yet another interest. 

 

I have developed an interest in fashion; specifically women’s fashion. It is intriguing to 

view how clothing looks on a woman’s body and if they can “pull off” the look or not. 

Fashion is another field in which I would work vigorously, for my work to be different from 

other designers and being available for all women regardless of social status. Women’s 

fashion specifically is fun to see how the curves and assets of a woman’s body enhance 

a garment. Ironically, as I drew my own female characters in comics, the people around 

me viewed them and many times stated “You should become a fashion designer”; 

because of all the attractive and risqué outfits, I dressed them in.  

 

I am happy to be awarded the Chad Magloire Scholarship. This grant will allow me to 

attend FIT as well as help me improve my artistic talents. I will be able to receive the 

needed education to pursue my career and allow my creativity mark the world. 



DANIELLE THOMAS 

 

All thoughout my life I have strived for great things and have 

worked so many endless nights to achieve them. That is 

something one may often hear from people, but what makes me 

different from the rest is that I don't just give up when things go 

wrong. There has always been a bump in the road whether it be 

that test I failed, been late, or had stressful moments at home. 

However, those bumps don't stop me. They teach me how to move 

forward and overcome them towards my destiny for greatness. In 

the path for greatness I hope to one day achieve, I have also been 

humane individual. Helping others reach their goal as well doesn't 

stray me away from mines, it just displays that I am willing to act 

on kindness and compassion for others and not just myself. 

 

In my past years in high school, I have learned so much that has definitely added to my 

character and my work ethics as well. Skills such as time management, working with 

people in the inclusion program, and learning how not to procrastinate are all things that 

I have grown from and will take with me for the rest of my life. I have also been doing so 

much community service and participating in many things. I have volunteered in hospitals, 

tree planting events, or even just tutoring others in US History. I make a difference in 

these activities in the slightest way because I know that I have touched others with help 

org some sort never expecting anything in return. I also work as if I'm getting something 

great when that isn't the case. "You would've thought she was getting paid with how hard 

she's working!" That's something I hear when I volunteer and I love to hear it because it 

shows that I am putting my all into what I'm doing, reward or not. 

 

Growing up around a family that was filled with mediocrity made me want to strive even 

more than I already do because I feel as if I need to achieve greatness for my family. My 

mother didn't get a chance to go to college so she wanted her children to get what she 

couldn't have. That's why I'm so determined in the things that I do and hope to one day 

be able to say "I have succeeded Iife, and made my mother proud." 



SHANAH LOGAN 

I, Shanah Logan, consider myself to be a strong 

independent young lady. I do my best to carry myself in 

ways that would make my mother and family very proud. I 

am also someone who strives for nothing but the best 

because in life I see what the world is faced with pertaining 

to tragedies. Many of the tragedies I see within my 

community are homelessness, drugs, gangs, and violence. 

Witnessing these actions has set a goal for me to open up 

my own non-profit organization in the future. 

Besides going to school and getting a good education I also enjoy preparing the costumes 

for the West Indian day parade and participating as a masquerader. I have been a 

masquerader in the parade since the age of 8 years old. Through my creativity for the last 

two years, I was able to sit with the section leader and incorporate my opinion in putting 

the costumes together. Being a part of this experience allowed me to gain more 

knowledge of my Caribbean culture and the festivities that I enjoy so much.  

The qualities that I possess are caring for others, being a good listener, sharing and 

having a sensitive side. I gain a lot of those personality traits from the one individual who 

has inspired me. That is my mother, Luzett. My mother has shown me how to be strong 

and determined. I hope to be as resilient as my mother is. 



SHAUNTEL CATON 
 

Ever since I was in the 3rd grade I wanted to become a judge and up to 

this day that is still my dream job. I have a passion for law especially 

family law. I have a love for equality and fair judgment. With our 

corrupted country I have found the interest to help turn our country 

around. In order for me to get to my dream job, college is a must. I want 

to go to college to study social work. After I get my BA in social work I 

will go into law school; hoping to pass my bar exam on the first try. If I 

get this scholarship it can help pay for my books in college, the help will 

be very good for me. I am very engaged in my school community; I am 

a Student Government representative and I believe it is my job to help 

better my school community. Equality is a main reason why I chose to 

be a member of the Student Government Association. There are so 

many students in a school, how can one person meet the needs of all 

these children? I find it nearly impossible for a principal to know the 

wants and needs of every child in the school. As a representative of the 

12th grade class I am able to meet with my peers, see their needs and 

bring it forth to the  

principal. For instance, in my school there was a locker situation. Majority of the seniors wanted to know 

why we didn't have lockers. Little did they know our principal wanted to give us lockers but there wasn't a 

proper system. A group of us decided to help our principal and got the measurements for the lockers done 

and a spot for the lockers. If we didn't take initiative we would have never got any lockers. Another project 

I participated in was feeding the homeless with my mother. It was a wonderful experience and I felt great 

afterwards. In my perspective it is our jobs as citizens to in a way help each other. Homeless people are 

humans also and it's always great to help them; whether if you're giving them food or clothing. My mother 

and I feed the homeless every year for her birthday and every year I meet someone new that opens my 

eyes. I realized that no matter how much money you have in your pocket or the type of car you drive 

everyone deserves to be treated equally.  

After feeding the homeless and even helping the seniors in my school, gives me a feeling of happiness. I 

feel very helpful and useful in my community. Even in church we have a homeless shelter ministry where 

we go and distribute clothes and hygiene products to the residents. We invite them to church and we grow 

relationships with some. It's always a blessing to see god grow in someone's life. It touches my heart to 

see that I was a part of making that change and that encourages me to continue to help the less fortunate 

in East Flatbush Brooklyn, New York.  

I have also benefited from being a member ofthe Sesame Flyers International Get RICH program. This is 

my second year in Get RICH and I value the lessons and direction the program has provided. I now have 

a better sense of focus when it comes to my future and the path that I need to take to accomplish my 

dreams. I find myself passing along the information I learn from this program to my peers. I am confident 

that I will be successful in life but I also know that I will need some help along way. Being awarded this 

scholarship will definitely give me that extra push on my road to success. 



NINA COLON 

 

My name is Nina Colon and I want to study human resources, biology, and 

physiology. I aspire to become an occupational therapist. I’ve always wanted 

to give back to the community, and the best way to do that is to help those 

who want or need to be helped. These studies will help me achieve my future 

career goal because they are the stepping stone of occupational therapy. 

 

I’ve been involved in a lot of community work, school activities, hobbies and 

sports. My academic grades paid off, helping me achieve the Principal’s 

award last year. I was a helper for the Daisy Girl Scouts, helping them do 

activities to earn petals that would allow them to become Brownie Girl 

Scouts. I worked with Project C.A.R.E where I trained service and therapy 

dogs and took care of their hygiene. I am on the yearbook committee and I was on the student council 

last year. As I hobby, I like to do arts and crafts and I crochet. I also do wood shop work, making my 

own lamps and clocks that work. As for sports, I was on the flag football team, played for the girls’ 

baseball team, and I was on the volleyball team. I like to make a difference with any event I participate 

in by showing great sportsmanship, being a leader, and having a positive attitude in every activity. I 

am interested in photography, and I would love to pursue it in my free time. 

 

I became a member of the Sesame Flyers International Get RICH program last September. 

Throughout the workshops I have attended, I learned skills and professionalism in the area of work. I 

have also participated in many activities as well as last year’s Carnival and I am looking forward to 

participating in other activities. Being a part of Get RICH has truly been a much needed experience, 

as I feel more prepared for college and pursuing the career of my dreams. Get RICH has helped me 

decide what choices I am comfortable with and how to plan for the future.  

 

Being a youth leader has changed my life in a pleasant way. I am aware that I am always being looked 

up to and it helps me in making the right choices and decisions. Even being in placement and foster 

care, I always kept my head up and knew that the future looked better and better each morning I woke 

up. I worked very hard in school and eventually I noticed girls and boys my age follow behind me as I 

used my lunch hour to study for regents or make up any work that I was missing. 

 

Being a youth leader has made me realize that life is too short and while relaxing and having fun is 

important, nothing is ever handed to you; you really have to work hard in order to achieve what you 

desire because in reality, no one else will do it for you. I am more organized and my life and my grades 

are better than ever. I think I am deserving of this scholarship because I have worked hard to be where 

I am educationally and I know that many of those I’ve started with have given up. It makes me a 

survivor and proves that I am not another statistic. Receiving this award will help me with my current 

and future plans because I can use the scholarship to help pay for college fees and books. My future 

depends on me going to college and achieving my goals and making a difference. 



Sesame Flyers
International

Community Health and
Fitness Program
with Coach Matthew Griffith from

Winthrop Beacon III Community Center

SSTARTING MONDAY MAY 12, 2014

from 6:30 am to 8:00 am

PAERDEGAT PARK between FARRAGUT RD

and FOSTER AVENUE

PROGRAM  SPONSORED in part by 
ASSEMBLYMAN NICK PERRY 







 

would like to congratulate our dear friend Ms. Liana Damali Wilson on being chosen as Sesame 

Flyers International, Inc. 2014 “Parent of The Year”.  The greatest honor that can be bestowed upon anyone is to be 

recognized by their peers. We celebrate you and your purpose, and admire and respect your dedication to our 

community.  May you continue to be a source of strength and inspiration to our community. This is a well-deserved 

honor; we salute you and are delighted for you! 

BEDFORD TECHNOLOGY LLC 

2184 BEDFORD AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11226 

(BETWEEN CHURCH AVENUE AND MARTENSE STREET) 

SUNDAY 11AM TO 6PM | MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10AM TO 8PM 

P 718.427.6910 | WEBSITE www.bedfordtechnology.net 

COME IN TODAY AND PAY US A VISIT FOR ALL YOUR TECHNOLOGY NEEDS! 

 

WITH PHONES TO FIT EVERY BUDGET, OUR FRIENLY AND 

COURTEOUS REPAIR TECHNICIANS ARE ON SITE MONDAY-

SATURDAY OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF REPAIRS ON VARIOUS 

MOBILE DEVICES AND TABLETS. 

CRACKED SCREEN? CHARGING PORT? HOME BUTTON? POWER 

BUTTON? SPEAKERS? WATER DAMAGE? WE CAN REPAIR THAT! 

BEDFORD TECHNOLOGY IS THE PLACE TO BE!    

STAY TUNED FOR OUR GRAND OPENING JULY 2014

 



SHARP
1:00 PM

JUNE

th28
BEST EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR KIDS

. .
       718-693-0500

SESAME CARNIVAL 2014 LABOR DAY CARNIVAL KIDDIES FESTIVAL AND PARADE
emerges our youth in the Caribbean culture through music, dance and lots of fun 
and entertainment

KIDDIES BAND 
LAUNCH

YOUR CARNIVAL FUTURE AND EXPERIENCE BEGINS WITH US

SESAME CARNIVAL PRESENTS





Congratulations and best wishes to our Dear Friend Liana on this most 
deserving honor. We are thrilled to share this evening with you. You've made us 
proud. Love your Sugarcane Family.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR SPECIALS AND MORE



Municipal Credit Union Salutes 
 

Sesame Flyers International, Inc. 
 
 

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR VERY OWN 
 

Hon. Sylvia G. Ash 
1

st
 Vice Chair, Board of Directors 

Community Pillar Award 

 
 

 

 

Board of Directors 
 

 Mark S. Brantley, Esq., Chairman S. Nana Osei-Bonsu, Treasurer

 Hon. Sylvia G. Ash, 1
st
 Vice Chair James Durrah, Asst. Treasurer 

 C. Richard Wagner, 2nd Vice Chair Tessa I. Hackett-Vieira, Director 

 Caroll Duncanson, 3rd Vice Chair Loretta Y. Jones, Director 

 Shirley G. Jenkins, Secretary Beryl Major, Director 

 Joy S. Schwartz, Esq., Asst. Secretary  Mario Matos, Jr., Director 

                                                                          Thomas E. Diana, Director Emeritus 

  

Kam Wong, President/CEO 
 

 

Supervisory Committee 
 

 Giovanni Porcelli, Chairman  Joseph Guagliardo, Member 

     Karen Lucas, Secretary   Cheryl Wright, Member 

 Almeta Coaxum, Member 
 

 

Municipal Credit Union offers a full range of financial services to 

Government, Health Care and Education employees. For information call 

(212) 693-4900 or visit us at nymcu.org. 

 
 

 
22 Cortlandt Street, New York, NY 10007 

 nymcu.org 
 

Federally Insured by NCUA 









On behalf of the Management of Natural Freaks Unlimited 

Congratulations to the 

2014 PARENT OF THE YEAR 

LIANA DAMALI WILSON 
We admire and respect your dedication to the success of Sesame Flyers. 

Thank you for all that you do for us and the betterment of our community. 

KKeep Shining.
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 13th : Carpe Diem 
July 16-23 : Join us in St. Lucia for Carnival Natural Freaks will be on the road!
July 30-Aug 6 : Join us in Barbados for Carnival Darkers on the water July 31 & Natural Freaks will be on the road!
Aug 06-12 : Join us in Grenada for Carnival DARKERS on de water and NF will be on the road!
OCT 08-13 : Join us in Miami for Carnival: Euphoria, DARKERS South beach and on the Road!

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION CONTACT
RAY 917.771.5980 | ADRIAN 718.663.1446 | MARVIN 347.790.5301 | www.freaksnymas.com



FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL WIN CARIBBEAN HOTLINE
718.848.7171 OR MARACASNY@GMAIL.COM



CONGRATULATION TO SHERRY BUXO 

SFI EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 

 

 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
PHONE : (347) 698-9063 | EMAIL : info@GoldenWefts.com 

 
BUSINESS HOURS 

Monday-Friday 9am-8pm EST 
Saturday 10am-7pm 

Sunday Closed 
 

Our "Contact Us" form is available 24/7 | NO PICK UP SERVICE AVAILABLE | WE WILL SHIP TO WHEREVER YOU ARE!!! 

 

 

TRINBAGO EXPRESS SHIPPING SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9909 FOSTER AVENUE . BROOKLYN . NEW YORK  

CONGRATULATION TO SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL ON THEIR  

FIFTH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP & AWARDS GALA 

mailto:info@GoldenWefts.com


CONGRATULATIONS TO SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL
ON THERE FIFTH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP & AWARDS GALA FROM

THE MANAGEMENT & STAFF OF ADVANCE AUDIO



Director
Dr. Beverley Forbes-Diaby

917-862-6222

we extends best wishes to Sesame Flyers International, Inc.
it’s BOARD OF DIRECTORS, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Mr Curtis Nelson, THE STAFF

and MEMBERS on their Fifth Annual Scholarship and Awards Gala 

XTECHNOLOGY
COMPUTER . NETWORKING . PHONE SYSTEMS . VIDEO SURVEILLANCE





RHEA SMITH
CEO
P 516.984.0735 | MEDIA . PRODUCTION . EVENTS



CDJ CONSULTING LLC
CONGRATULATION TO SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL ON THEIR 

FIFTH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AND AWARDS GALA



CONGRATULATIONS TO SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL
ON THERE FIFTH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP & AWARDS GALA FROM
THE MANAGEMENT & STAFF OF KRISTAL AUTO MALL

THE RIGHT CHOICE!



SENDS SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL INCORPORATED
AS THEY CELEBRATE THIRTY ONE YEARS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AND DEDICATION

3518 CHURCH AVENUE . BROOKLYN . NEW YORK | P 718-282-5098

SENDS SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL INCORPORATED
AS THEY CELEBRATE THIRTY ONE YEARS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AND DEDICATION

BROOKLYN
ELECTRO MUSICAL 
INCORPORATED

SENDS SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL INCORPORATED
AS THEY CELEBRATE THIRTY ONE YEARS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AND DEDICATION





K&K
IMPRINT

2057 UTICA AVENUE . BROOKLYN . NEW YORK 11234
EMAIL KKIMPRINTS@HOTMAIL.COM | PHONE 718-444-1144

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS

CONGRATULATIONS
TO

SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL
AS THEY
CELEBRATE

THEIR FIFTH ANNUAL
SCHOLARSHIPSCHOLARSHIP

AND
AWARDS GALA



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The KEY to our future is Simple… It’s Knowing & Encouraging our Youth 

 
The goal of the key is to have the participants to open up and know their TRUE self.  The 

instructor will show the participants that they have the ability to harness their own power and 
inner strength, improve their self-image, from the inside. Instructors will instruct the participant 
on the importance of working independently as well as team work, as most of the activities will 

take place in small groups. 
 

Participants of this program will learn what AUTHENTIC self confidence is all about and how to 
live a happier and more fulfilled life by discovering their inner strength, developing a positive 
self-image, gaining self-respect and having the confidence they've always wanted and start 

living the confident life they deserve. 
 

WEEKLY Journal Entries will be required. Group progress reports will be done weekly 
 

This Program will begin in September 2014.  
 

Join us on  Facebook for Registration Info 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Aisha L. Carr 
Aisha.l.carr@gmail.com 

718-354-5028 

Learn from Yesterday 

Live for Today 

Hope for Tomorrow 

mailto:Aisha.l.carr@gmail.com




Join 107.5 WBLS  for the hottest 

concert of the year:

New Edition Live
at the Barclay Center
Sunday, June 29th

Get Get ready to party with Ronnie, Bobby, Ricky, 

Mike, Ralph and Johnny as they bring back the 

‘80s, and deliver chart-topping hits like “Hit 

Me Off,” “I’m Still in Love With You” and “Can 

You Stand the Rain.” Including R&B Singer Joe. 

The six-man group will be taking over the Bar-

clays Center located in Brooklyn, New York and 

will be joined will be joined by your favorite 107.5 WBLS Per-

sonalities. 

For additional information on the New Edition 

Show, follow @WBLS1075NYC and Twitter and 

Instagram, and friend WBLS at WBLS1075NYC 

on Facebook. Text “Alerts” to 77522 for exclu-

sive updates and announcements.

CONGRATULATION TO SESAME FLYERS INTERNATIONAL ON THEIR FIFTH ANNUAL 
SCHOLARSHIP AND AWARDS GALA





 

 

The life of Carol Maraj is of stark likeness to a song, listening to a tale 
of the dark tumult of oppression trumped by the sweet cadence of 
freedom. Looking at Carol, you'd see a direct reflection of her 
international superstar daughter, and in addition to their resemblance, 
both share a similar desire; that of being heard.  

Carol’s upbringing was in the beautiful Caribbean country of Trinidad & 
Tobago, where she shared a home with eleven siblings, she being the 
tenth. Carol’s childhood life was typical of a free spirited youth, 
engaging in outdoorsy activities such as climbing fruit trees, nature 
walks, playing with paper dolls and yard games. Carol accounts the 
aroma of fresh baked goods made by her mother on a Saturday 
afternoon with high anticipation of having a warm slice.  

As her account of the days of being liberated and free, Carol recalls the 
advent of darker days when her “spiritually sick” brother had terrorized 
the family. Carol vividly recalls his destructive behavior, particularly 

when her father and older brothers were absent. Carol accounts the battle of witnessing and 
comprehending such events whereas a family member, who should instinctively love was but everything of 
the contrary. 

Like many children who are passive participants in dysfunctional family systems, there is a transcending 
succession of inexpressive emotional behavior. 

Carol’s schoolmate accounts,  

"You were always smiling. How did you do that?" And why you never cried when the teacher hit you with 
the strap for talking in Primary School?” 

"Endurance, I guess. That teacher came down harder with each stroke on my outstretched hands, hoping 
this would be the day that my tears flowed, but they never did. He always, looked at me with asense of 
defeat as I walked back to my seat.” 

“Like David,” he would say, “you little, but tough eh.”  

Endurance from adversary is a theme of Carol’s life which also resonated into her marriage from the man 
she had once called her high school sweetheart. "As a survivor of domestic violence, I understand the 
overwhelming struggles with pain, confusion and self esteem. I can relate to what women in these 
circumstances suffer through."  

Now, her daily life consists of meetings with directors of various women shelters, motivational speaking, 
workshops and writing or recording inspirational songs. When asked about motivation for building the Carol 
Maraj Foundation and the Beauty for Ashes program, Carol reflected, "I thank God for this pathway; it was 
worth it. These rocky roads I’ve trod were designed to shape me and build character. I realize that it was 
all for a special calling and purpose. I was born to do this. I want my speaking appearances to motivate and 
bring hope to these victims. With strategically implemented programs, this foundation is on its way to 
enhancing family lives, and ultimately decreasing the rate of domestic violence in America.” 



2013 DONOR MEMBERS
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